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"When, Where, How, and Why Was the Secret History of the Mongols Writ

ten: The Kurel-Gu Cult and Mongke Qa’an’'s Nativist Revival Movement”
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The Secret History of the Mongols is well-known as the first and perhaps greatest work of Mongolian hi
story and literature. Combining prose, poetry, and brilliant psychological insight, it provides an unexpectedl
y intimate look at Chinggis Khan and his son Ogedei. But where did this work come from? When and wh
y was it written? In the lecture, professor Christopher Atwood will present the results of his research, usi
ng tools of source-critical analysis developed in classical and Biblical studies to analyze the composition of
the Secret History and other works written around the same time. As he will argue, the history was prim
arily composed in 1252, as part of Mongke Qa’an’s institution of yearly sacrifices at Kirel-Gi Mountain, an
d the bestowal of hereditary titles on Chinggis Khan and his sons Ogedei and Tolui. It thus was born out
of internecine conflict between branches of the Mongol family and Mdngke’'s own nativist revival, a birth
evident throughout the work. X —HROALTERIZSMT I,
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