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Japanese Culture and Civilization

This course presents an introduction to specific topics in Japanese culture
and society as formed hy religious beliefs and practices, especially
Buddhizn. Classroom lectures and discussions will focus on Buddhist concepts
and ideals, both fundamental and those particular to Japan. Understanding
particular religious practices will be heizhtened by field study trips to
Hishi-Hongwanii and to a Zen temple in Hikone. Ideals of Buddhist
architecture will be revealed in a field study tour of two National Treasure
Buddhist temoles in Shiza. & study tour to local manufacturers of Buddhist
household altars will further deepen students’ appreciation of the functions
and simificance of Buddhist beliefs in daily life. The classes for JOMU end
in mid-Decenher. Some JOMI classes are on different davs, so USP students do
not have to attend them if their schedules conflict.
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