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This course is an introduction to the environmental issues of the Lake Biwa basin
and those of East Asia. In order to understand the mechanisms and propose
solutions for ongoing environmental problems, there will be multilateral lec-
tures conducted from the perspectives of the fields of geo-chemistry, physical-ge-
ography, social-economics, and water-system engineering. Major themes of lec-
tures include 1) climate change and material transportation processes in Asia, 2)
environment of forests and mountain villages in Japan, and 3) bio-physical and
socio-economic features of Lake Biwa. Readings and assignments will be pro-
vided from English textbooks and reports. Students will also be required to submit

written assignments.
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