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This course is an introduction to the environmental issues of the Lake Biwa basin and those of East Asia. In
order to understand the mechanisms and propose solutions for ongoing environmental problems, there will be
multilateral lectures conducted from the perspectives of the fields of geo-chemistry, physical-geography,
social-economics, and water-system engineering.

The students can propose solutions for ongoing environmental problems in the Lake Biwa basin and East
Asia.
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This course presents an introduction to specific topics in Japanese culture and society as formed by religious
beliefs and practices, especially Buddhism. Classroom lectures and discussions will focus on Buddhist
concepts and ideals, both fundamental and those particular to Japan. The classes for JCMU start one week
earlier than USP classes and end in mid-December. Some JCMU classes are on different days, so USP
students do not have to attend them if their schedules conflict.
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By the end of the course, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the following key
items:

‘What are the primary concepts, beliefs and ideals of Buddhism, and what did particular Japanese Buddhist
leaders contribute to the religion

‘Where can expressions of Buddhist thought be observed in Japanese lifestyles

-Other aspects of Japanese culture and society as they reveal themselves and become relevant to the
students’ personal and academic lives.
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