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Japan in Full Bloom

Annie Kathleen Williams<&h
(FA—=AFSUT7 - YR=—THKE)

Within my first couple
of weeks here in Japan,
I had the privilege of
seeing the full blooming
cherry blossoms, sakura,
in all their glory. In
Australia, it is difficult to
see cherry blossoms, so
it was a new experience
for me. It was interesting
to witness the ways in

which cherry blossoms

are intertwined and represented through Japanese culture. From

sakura flavoured snacks to hanami, it was a great introduction to

my new home for the next year. Tourists and locals alike take these

precious few weeks in spring to appreciate the natural beauty Japan

has to offer.

The moat surrounding the University of Shiga Prefecture campus

is lined with cherry blossom trees; I remember being amazed by

how pretty the campus is (nothing at all like the UTS campus in

Sydney — located in the middle of the city). Truly, it’s a beautiful

environment for Japanese language and culture study.

Climbing Mount Ibuki

Matthias Moser&h
(RAYTOORIIOKE)

Hello, I‘'m Matthias. I came from the University of Augsburg as an
exchange student in late September 2015. T was eager to explore my new
home, Shiga, and since I'm from the south of Germany, I'm a big fan of
mountains. Therefore, I decided to climb Mount Ibuki. At first I thought it
was going to be an easy climb, but it turned out to be more difficult than I
expected.

At the start of the trip,
two other exchange
students and 1 went
from Minami Hikone
Station to the train
station nearest to the
mountain. And there we
encountered our first
problem. We missed the
bus to the start of the

trail and started the climb two hours later than planned. It was a hard and
challenging climb because the ground was still wet and the further we got
up, the more snow was lying around. At the top, we were standing more
than ankle deep in snow.

Everything that went wrong was finally still worth it for the wonderful

view we were able to enjoy.
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