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TEL : 0749-28-8504
FAX : 0749-28-8267

The University of Shiga Prefecture (USP)

The Office of International Programs

and Development

+81-749-28-8504
+81-749-28-8267

E-mail : iec-staff@office.usp.ac.jp

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/UnivShigaPrefinternational
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1. Arrival in Japan

(1) Issuance of Your Residence Card
You will receive your Residence Card upon arrival at any major International airport in Japan such

as Kansai Intl Airport, Chubu Centrair Intl Airport, Narita Intl Airport or Haneda Intl Airport. At
these airports, there are special lanes dedicated only for those waiting for their Residence Card.

(2) Permission for Part-time Work
Permission for a part-time work can be obtained at the 4 airports mentioned above. It would be more

convenient for those who surely would like to work part time to apply for the permission upon arrival.
It is possible to obtain it at Osaka Regional Immigration Bureau or its branch offices as well. A 50
minute train ride from Hikone Station will take you to the nearest branch office.

Please note that work permission is required even if you are engaged in a work on campus other than
a Teaching Assistant or Research Assistant. For example, working as staff at an event, such as our
open campus, or as a teaching assistant out of class requires permission from the Immigration office.

(1) Use our escort service
A USP staff member will meet you when you arrive at Kansai International Airport at the designated

date and time. You will then be escorted to a USP international exchange student’s dormitory by
charter bus.
If you plan to arrive at a time other than the designated time, you will be responsible for making your
own way, at your own expense to Hikone City, where USP is located. Nevertheless, a USP staff
member will pick you up at Hikone Station and escort you to your dorm.

ﬁick up Airport:: Kansai International Airport
(KIX) .

Pick up Datel: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 §
5:00 p.m. .

Pick up Point: International Arrivals Lobby (2F) | Welcome To
=" SHIGA PREFECTURE
— BRRILK=E

%%

X USP staff members will wait for you nearby
@e clock in the lobby holding the welcome board.
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How do | arrange the escort service?

You or your university will need to arrange your flight schedule according to our pick-up service time
and then let us know your flight itinerary by e-mail as soon as you book your flight.

Our staff members will meet you at the International Arrival Gate (South Exit) at Kansai Intl Airport
on Wednesday, September 20, at 5 : 00 p.m.

This service will be provided free of charge.

What happens if | missed the staff escort due to a
flight delay?

If you miss the meeting time due to a flight delay, one of our staff members will wait for you at
International Arrival Gate and take you to your dorm by public transportation. Unfortunately,
transportation expenses will be your responsibility. The cost ranges from 3,240 yen to 5,400 yen.
However, if you arrive at Kansai Intl Airport after 8:00 p.m, it will be difficult to get to your dorm on
the same day. It is recommended that you stay overnight at a hotel near the airport.

The Travel Desk for hotel reservations is accessible in the Terminal 1 Bldg. until 22:00p.m. There is
also the Tourist Information Center, which provides various information including hotels in English,
Chinese, and other languages. The Tourist Information Center is accessible until 21:00p.m. and is
located near the Travel Desk in Terminal 1 Bldg.

Please visit the website below for details.
http://www.kansai-airport.or.jp/en/service/general/index.html#_02

I’m planning to arrive in Japan on a day other than
September 20.

You will be responsible to make your way to Hikone City, where USP located, at your own expense.
Regarding the escort arrangement, we will let you know the details individually.
Please note that you will NOT be able to move into dorms before September 20

Regardless of which flight you take, we would appreciate your prompt notice
about information on your flight schedule as soon as it is fixed.

Please email us at iec-staff@office.usp.ac.|p.
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Directions to Hikone

From Kansai Airport Terminal: Go from the concourse to the railway station located on the second
floor at the main terminal building. Take the JR(Japan Railway) Line to Osaka or Kyoto station, and

then change trains to Hikone.

The cheapest way to Hikone station is to take the JR Kanku Kaisoku to Osaka, and then transfer to
the JR Biwako Line Shin-Kaisoku (Special Rapid Service) to Hikone Station. It costs 3,240 yen and

takes about 2.5 hours or more.

The other option is to take the JR Kansai Airport Limited Express “HARUKA " train.

This train normally goes to Kyoto, and then you will need to change to the JR Biwako Line Shin-
Kaisoku (Special Rapid Service) to Hikone Station. It costs 4,210 yen and takes about 2.5 hours.
Only two of the “HARUKA " trains* go directly to Hikone Station each day. Although you will be

able to arrive to Hikone Station in about 2 hours, the cost is higher at 5,400 yen.
From Hikone Station to your dorm, it’s about 15-20 minutes drive.

* Time schedule for the train leaving for Hikone Station directly after 7:00 p.m.is as follows:

Kansai Intl Airport Hikone Station
Kansai A.P Ltd.Exp HARUKA 50 Departure 7:16 p.m. = Arrival  9:18 p.m.
Kansai A.P Ltd.Exp HARUKA 54 Departure 8:16 p.m. = Arrival 10:18 p.m.
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From

Kansai
International
Airport

Kansai Airport Limited Kanku Kaisoku
Express “HARUKA”

Take JR Nishinihon Train
(West Japan Railways)

[ OSAKA Station ]
JR Biwako Line
Special Rapid Train

4210 3,240 yen
et [ KYOTO Station ]
JR Biwako Line
Special Rapid Train
\ [ HIKONE Station ] }
d Leo Palace
Wada Dorm < > Sunny Hill Mitsukoshi

Kitakyuso
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2. Essential procedures

(1) Resident Registration

You are required to register your residence address with the local authorities within 14 days of arrival.
A USP staff member will accompany you to Hikone city hall and help you with the procedure. Please
do not forget to bring your residence card and passport with you at that time.

(2) Applying for Japan’s National Health Insurance (NHI)

International students attending USP for more than 3 months are required to join the National Health
Insurance (NHI) System. Once you have joined the system, you may not drop out from it voluntarily.
Registration procedures are normally followed by procedures of NHI.

After you complete the procedures, you will receive the Insurance Card. When you

receive medical treatment for sickness or injury at a hospital/clinic, you must present the

Insurance Card to the receptionist and you will pay only 30% of the medical expenses.

Please make sure to pay your premium on time when you receive your payment notice from Hikone
City hall. It will cost about 2,000 yen per month.

An orientation for exchange students will be held on Tuesday,
September 26th.

The orientation will cover various topics from general information about life in Japan to course
registration. During the orientation, new exchange students will meet their tutor and sign up for some
insurances.

13
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All international students are required to purchase the following insurance as it is mandatory for your
safety. Please bring all the required premiums to the orientation.

@ Personal Liability Insurance for Students

This insurance will guarantee your safe and healthy life overseas. Accidents in your daily life,
during class, and riding your bicycle are included.
Annual Premium: About 1,780 yen

@Life Mutual Insurance
For an illness or an injury, hospital admission may be covered for up to 200 days from the first
day of admission. Hospital visits may be covered as well.

Annual Premium: About 3,400 yen

% If you have already purchased insurance which covers all the above in your home country, please
submit a copy of proof of the insurance, such as the insurance policy.

Besides the above D and @), International students are required to join the National Health

Insurance System.
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3. About The University of Shiga Prefecture

(1) Our campus is Lake Biwa and our text is Humanity.

The University of Shiga Prefecture (USP) is located on the shores of Lake Biwa. It is a virtual
garden setting, with the lake’s water flowing through the circular moat that quietly passes through
the beautiful green campus grounds. We are pleased to have 4 schools, each with 1 to 5
departments... teaching more than 2,800 students.

While the university sits on over 86 acres of land, our place of learning is not fixed just to the
campus. The massive Lake Biwa and its surroundings is our true campus. It is on this enormous
campus where through instruction, research, and out of class activities we can learn from nature and
those who live in harmony here. Since our founding in 1995, USP’s standing educational motto is
“Our campus is Lake Biwa...and our text is Humanity”, which we clearly put in to practice here.
(Excerpt from Campus guide 2017)

(2) Undergraduate Schools and Department

School of Environmental Science

- Department of Ecosystem Studies

- Department of Environmental Policy and Planning

- Department of Design and Architecture studies

- Department of Biological Resources Management
School of Engineering

- Department of Materials Science

- Department of Mechanical Systems Engineering

- Department of Electronic Systems Engineering
School of Human Cultures

- Department of Regional Studies

- Department of Living Design

- Department of Food Science and Nutrition

- Department of Human Relations

- Department of Intercultural Communications
School of Human Nursing

- Department of Human Nursing
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(3) International Students

The number of International students enrolled at USP is 77, from thirteen countries as of May 1,
2017. 14 students are Undergraduate; 25 students are Graduate; 7 is a Research student and the
remaining 31 are Exchange students.

Country Number
China 49

Republic of Korea

Vietnam

Mongolia
U.S.A.

Spain

France

Italy

Taiwan

Bangladesh

Indonesia

Australia

RN PP W WL, NN DN D

The Philippines

Total

N
N

. .’"”:\ ;L/“"

“-<
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4. Student life in Japan

(1) Currency

The currency of Japan is “yen”. There are 4 types of paper bills (10.000 yen, 5.000 yen, 2.000 yen
1.000 yen) and 6 types of coins (500 yen, 100 yen, 50 yen, 10 yen, 1 yen). In Japan it is usually

common to pay cash, however many stores accept credit cards, debit cards, etc.

You can withdraw money with your credit cards and debit cards 24 hours a day, every day at ATMs
installed in Seven-Eleven Stores all over Japan. Be sure to verify with your bank that your cards can

be used overseas.

(2) General Spending

Japan is known to be among countries with a higher cost of living. There is an additional 8%
consumption tax, when you buy any product or go to a restaurant. Prices on the shelves in stores

sometimes exclude the consumption tax.
Here is the example of prices in Japan.

[Japan Navigation |

http://www.jpnnavi.com/ja/Ix/?c=Ix&a=index&step=Ixwj

(3) Prices and Living Costs while at USP

Expenses required when arriving / Orientation

Travel expenses from the

From Kansai Airport

. Around ¥3,240 to ¥4,210 3%No need if you use USP escort
Airport to the dorm )
service to the dorm
Deposit for the dorm ¥20,000 Returned when you leave
. »¢Depend on insurance
Insurance(includes CO-OP P N L
) ¥6,180 conditions you joined in
membership fee)
your home country
Bedding Rental Fee ¥2,000 2<If needed
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http://www.univcoop.or.jp/activity/foreign/life/index.html

Monthly living expenses

Room fee ¥19,500 to ¥37,000 Depending on where you stay
Utilities, Internet access | ¥10,000 Monthly fee includes utilities and
fee Internet access fee
Japan’s National Health | About ¥2,000
Insurance
Meal expense ¥20,000 to ¥30,000
Daily goods About ¥5,000 Trash disposal bag, detergent,
shampoo, etc.
Bus/Train ticket About ¥2,500 Bus : To/From USP ¥420 for
(If you go to Kyoto once a Round trip
month) Train : To Kyoto ¥1,940 for
Round trip
To Osaka ¥3,880 for
Round trip
from Minami-Hikone Station

Other expenses such as Expenses for Entertainment, Books and Stationery, etc.

How much money should | bring to Japan?

An average Japanese university student who lives alone may spend about 100,000 yen a month
including his/her rent fee of 50,000 yen. However, you will be able to save on your meal costs if you
prepare meals in your dorm room. Unfortunately, if your assigned dorm is one-room apartment, you
will need to buy kitchen utensils at your own expense.

Are you planning to do a part-time job as soon as you settle in? If so, we highly recommend that
you make getting accustomed to your new life in Japan a priority.

It is a good idea to bring a minimum of 100,000 yen plus insurance fee and dorm

Deposit, which you must pay on orientation day either by cash or bank card

(useable in Japan). You should verify with your bank that you can use your bank or ATM card
in Japan prior to your arrival at USP.

You can learn more about international student life and living expenses in Japanese, English, Chinese
and Korean through the web page below.

http://www.univcoop.or.jp/activity/foreign/life/index.html
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4-2.ABOUT HIKONE CITY

Introducing Hikone City

* Total area : 196.84 km?
* Population : 112,657

* Located on the eastern shore of Lake Biwa,
the country's largest lake

* Conveniently close to Kyoto and Osaka- only for
45 to 90 minutes by train

|
>
: o R T ,}'_"

by
i

L

Hikone Castle

Events in Hikone National Treasure of Japan

Cherry blossom festival (April)
* Yukata festival (July)
* Japan International Birdman Rally (July)

* Fireworks festival (August)

* Castle festival (November)

=+ and more

Activities in Shiga prefecture

* Water sports such as windsurfing
* Lake Biwa Cruise

* Mountain hiking

* Paragliding

* Skiing & Snowboarding - and more
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1A |2RA |3A |4R |5A |6A |7RA (8A |9A [10A|11A|12A | £

mESUE( °C)| 9.7| 10.5| 19.4| 26.2| 27.6| 29.9| 35.8| 35.5| 33.5| 27.4| 20.2| 12.1| 35.8

EKE( °C)| 3.4| 3.1| 6.8| 12.4| 16.9| 21.3| 26.5| 28.5| 25.3| 17.9| 10.9 49| 14.8

RIESE( °C)| -1.9| -3.8| -1.6/ 1.4/ 8.6 15.3| 19.3| 22.6| 16.6| 8.8 1.8 -2.0/ -3.8

f#7k&(mm) |106.0|134.5|159.0|126.5| 70.0{220.0(248.0(107.5|173.0| 82.5|158.0| 152.5(1737.5
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Climate in Hikone city

Hikone has an inland climate. It has little rain and a significant difference in temperature between day
and night. Although Hikone is reported as a northern city in local weather forecast, it is actually
located in the middle part of Shiga Prefecture. So the amount of snow cover is not as severe as other
northern areas in Shiga.

pring (March —May)

In early April, people enjoy cherry blossoms. During the period, Hikone Castle are lighted up and
many people have fun viewing cherry blossoms, drinking and eating with families, friends and
colleagues even at night. The weather repeats periodic changes between warm and cold, and the
temperature rises gradually with the approach of summer.

Summer (June —August)

Fireflies begin to appear in June. When the rainy season starts, we have long-lasting cloudy and
rainy days with lower temperature. The end of the rainy season will bring midsummer, and the
highest temperature will reach 35 degrees or more.

utumn (September — November)

Even though Japan is prone to be hit by typhoons during the season, there may be relatively little
damage in this area. However, you require attention to heavy rain brought by typhoon. During the
period of late October through November, you can enjoy mild and clear autumn sky. In late autumn,
leaves change their colors into red and yellow.

Winter (December— February)

You could see snow in the middle of December. Although the snow level varies year to year, it may
accumulate up to 20 cm in a night. Strong winds blowing around March which is called “Haru-
Ichiban”, which means First spring storm in Japanese are told as a sign of spring.

2012 Temperature and Precipitation in Hikone

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr |May| Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep |Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Highest Temp( °C) | 9.7| 10.5| 19.4| 26.2|27.6| 29.9| 35.8| 35.5| 33.5|27.4| 20.2| 12.1| 35.8

Average Temp( °C)| 3.4/ 3.1| 6.8| 12.4|16.9| 21.3| 26.5| 28.5| 25.3|17.9| 10.9| 4.9| 14.8

Lowest Temp( °C) | -1.9| -3.8| -1.6| 1.4/ 8.6| 15.3| 19.3| 22.6| 16.6| 8.8 1.8| -2.0| -3.8

Precipitation(mm) [106.0{134.5|159.0|126.5|70.0({220.0|{248.0|107.5|173.0(82.5({158.0{152.5|1737.5
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